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1. An advisory council?

Business Standard: 10.12.2014

Planning Commission should make way for independent think tank

Prime Minister Narendra Modi hosted a meeting with state chief ministers over the weekend,
where the future of the Planning Commission was discussed. The prime minister had declared as
long ago as his Independence Day speech from the ramparts of the Red Fort on August 15 that the
Commission would be disbanded. However, since then, there has been little clarity on what will
replace it, if anything. As it happened, the meeting of chief ministers did not move the discussion
forward as much as was hoped, either. One thing that did emerge from the Prime Minister's Office,
somewhat typically, was a suggestion for a replacement name - "Team India". While it will
naturally raise a few eyebrows, the name does underline the fact that Mr Modi will wish to position
any replacement of the Planning Commission as something that is more deferential to the
increasingly powerful chief ministers of states. This is, of course, not unrelated to Mr Modi's own
experience as a powerful chief minister uncomfortable with the restraints of the Planning
Commission. However, Finance Minister Arun Jaitley reportedly confirmed after the meeting that
there was still no timeline on when the replacement body would be set up.

Essentially, the questions should be: what functions of the Planning Commission are still relevant?
Which of those that are relevant can and should be farmed out to other bodies? And what additional
functions should a new body take on? The old Commission had various duties. The basic
perspective planning division is something that many agree is outdated, and no longer serves a
major purpose. Even under the last government, as the prime minister emphasised in his meeting
with chief ministers, the perspective planning process was sought to be modernised and dragged
out of the 1950s. To the extent that this is the core of the old Commission's task, it should be just
shut down. The projects appraisal division discharged the other main function of the Commission.
This, too, should be phased out as this function can be discharged by ministries at the Centre or
relevant departments in the states where such projects are to be located. Another function of the
Commission, however, was to control the disbursement of central money. This has already been
farmed out to the finance ministry in many ways, rendering the Commission toothless.

There are other functions, too. The Planning Commission often served as a referee between various
stakeholders. First of all, between the Centre and the states - the problem being that, in the last
decade in particular, it was seen as too biased towards the Centre. But also, it was a referee between
states and between Union ministries. Indeed it often served as India’s sole infrastructure regulator,
questioning bad decisions that were being taken by powerful ministries. These are important
functions, and should be hived off to other bodies. And an infrastructure regulator - a Bill for which
was ironically drafted by the Commission - is overdue.



Finally, there is the question of providing relatively independent and long-term economic advice
to a government chronically short of expertise. This is the direction in which the last dispensation
also wished to take the Commission. The question here is whether a simple independent think tank
is the best idea, or whether it should be replaced by an enhanced council of economic advisors
within the Prime Minister's Office - or indeed by a reinvigoration of the economic service, and
advisors placed within individual ministries. In general, the Commission's replacement should be
the product of a realistic estimation of the problems of capacity in the government.



2. Plan Commission Autonomous, More Powerful, Committed: Manik
The New Indian Express: 10.12.2014

AGARTALA: Tripura Chief Minister Manik Sarkar differed with the Centre's idea of converting
the Planning Commission to a mere think tank and has proposed for making it
autonomous, morepowerful and committed to the people.

"Its periphery of work is limited and we feel the need to make it more powerful, autonomous and
committed to the people so that it can function more meaningfully,” Sarkar told reporters here
while commenting on his recent meeting on the fate of the Planning Commission in Delhi.

"A GDP-based development is now going on in the country, but higher GDP doesn't mean it can
address the basic needs of the people and create more employment.

"We want improvement of common people's standard of living,
qualitative education andhealthcare for every citizen, drinking water facilities and residence for
everyone. Improvement of GDP will not always help improving quality of life of the common
people," Sarkar said.

He further added that there should be adequate representation from the states in the proposedbody.

There should be an annual plan discussion between the Centre and the states and the body should
not be guided or influenced by the thoughts of market driven economy, he said.



3. Y. V. Reddy did not back larger role for panel
Puja Mehra, The Hindu: 10.12.2014

Finance is likely to submit its report before Dec. 15

NEW DELHI: Chairman of the Finance@a et Y. V. Reddy has not supported an expansion in
its purview to include the [ZEE@e i aates's role of allocating funds to States. NEW DELHI: Former
Reserve Bank Governor and Chairman of the Fourteenth Finance Dr. Y. V. Reddy has not
supported an expansion in its purview to include the erstwhile [ZEATE@e i aatedl's role of allocating
funds to States.

The Modi government had informally sought Dr. Reddy’s views on the issue, said a government
source. The Finance is likely to submit its report to President Pranab Mukherjee before
Monday ( December 15).

Prime Minister Narendra Modi had invited Thirteenth Finance Chairman Dr. Vijay Kelkar
to a high- level consultation meeting on the[JERIITL| on August 27, where he too expressed
reservations on the issue.

According to a source who had attended the meeting, Dr. Kelkar said if the Finance [@eitateahad
to take on the [ETIAINTE EEEESM's role it would have to be made a permanent body through a
Constitutional Amendment. Doing so, Dr. Kelkar cautioned, could dilute the biggest strength of the
Finance - its non- permanent nature. Since Finance Commissions are appointed anew after
every five years they are able to look at the devolution of the Centre’s tax revenue to States with a
fresh perspective each time, he said.

The [ZENNINE EORESER's allocations to States of Central funds meant for development
expenditure were made on a yearly basis.

Dr. Kelkar also informed the meeting that all the Finance Commissions set up in
Independent [[lEhad deliberated on whether the should be a permanent body. Each time
the recommendation was to not make it permanent, so that it remains equidistant from the Centre and
States. He also pointed out that while Finance[@eiiairaleld members tend to be revenue expenditure
experts, the [ZETIE @Eaa's developmental objectives require capital spending- related skill sets.

In the wake of the scrapping of the [ZEIAE @e i airales, the Modi government is mulling assigning
the role of allocating [ZEl) funds across States to the Finance [@e i liirales. Some States, such as Gujarat,
have supported the idea.

Gujarat Chief Minister Anandiben Patel has proposed that the Centre should give grants to State
governments for implementing Central Government schemes as per allocations made in the Union
Budget or the Finance [y, according to a press statement.
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“The back door favour to the States by the[ZETaIlie in the name of Special Central
Assistance and Additional Central Assistance should be stopped,” Ms. Patel said.



4. Plan panel replacement: Guj CM calls move revolutionary
The Millenium Post: 10 December 2014,

Gujarat Chief Minister Anandiben Patel termed Prime Minister Narendra Modi's decision to replace the
Planning Commission as “revolutionary”.

Patel made the remark after the meeting
Modi held with Chief Ministers on Sunda
over the issue. The new Gujarat Chief
Minister is believed to have offered several
suggestions over replacing the Planning
Commission with a new entity which is going
to give representation to the states along
with the union government.

“The Planning Commission had just become a central agency but PM's novel suggestion would see
the formations of a new institution ‘National Commission’. This novel idea of cooperation through
‘Cooperative Federalism’ would strengthen the relationship between state-state and centre-state. It
will bring all on the same platform to resolve long pending and undecided issues. It will also bring
states with the same situations on one platform for issue based cooperation,” she said.

"For coastal states — from Gujarat to West Bengal (total nine states), there can be one common strategy
formed by this new institution for issues such as development of ports, tourism, fisheries and others.
The new institution can focus more on the macro issues and their implementation part could be left
to the state governments. It could emphasise on long term strategic vision which ultimatly could give
directions to the governments. It could think over the issue raised by the states and can form the

policies beneficial for the states and nation,” suggested Patel.



5. Undoing the Planning Commission’s ills
The Live Mint: 10.12.2014

The new body should focus on strategic acumen and service delivery

lllustrative: Jayachandran/Mint

During his term as prime minister, Rajiv Gandhi once called members of the Planning Commission
“a bunch of jokers” after he disagreed with the Commission’s incremental approach. But the real
truth, as the fall of centrally-planned economies across the world showed soon enough, was that
Soviet-style planning itself was a circus. In India’s case, however, the real tragedy isn’t that we
reposed our faith in planning to begin with, rather the fact that it has taken a quarter of a century
post the economic liberalization reforms in 1991 for politicians to realize that the Planning
Commission has to be wound up.

Despite accepting that centralized planning only had an indicative role in a market-driven
economy, successive governments persisted with the farce of central and state plans. By their very
existence these plans curtailed the free play of market forces, reducing opportunities for private
entrepreneurship and eventually inhibited India’s growth.

Thankfully, Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the demise of the Planning Commission in
his Independence Day speech and detailed discussions are now underway about replacing it with
an institution more in sync with the demands of times.

In this regard it is worrisome to note that some have suggested that the new institution should have
political leadership with the prime minister and a group of chief ministers heading it. This would
be disastrous, as it would reinforce the ills of the Planning Commission era.

The defining feature of the Planning Commission, in actual practice, was the political character of
the institution. Far from being the think-tank for providing strategic vision for the country, the
Commission was reduced to a political tool of the central government for dictating the policy
choices of state governments and micro managing implementation. Year after year, democratically



elected chief ministers would rush to Yojana Bhavan with a begging bowl only to be told to
implement another grandiose centrally-sponsored scheme despite different states having
diametrically opposite ground realities.

This trend subverted state governments’ autonomy and was in direct conflict with the trend in the
Finance Commission, a constitutional body unlike the Planning Commission. While each
successive Finance Commission has tried to devolve greater revenues to states, the Planning
Commission in turn encroached on all funds to implement Plan targets.

The states had little recourse in terms of resolving the outstanding issues of conflict either with the
central government or with other states.

Much has been said about the need to have cooperative federalism in the country. However, the
proposed institution is not the tool for it.

Concerns about cooperative federalism should be addressed in the Inter-State Council (ISC), which
has for long lived in the shadow of the Planning Commission.

ISC is a constitutional body comprising the prime minister, six Union ministers as well as all the
chief ministers with the mandate to resolve outstanding conflicts that any federal set up would
naturally have. By its very constitution, it is the Team India that the prime minister has referred
to—the team of chief executives in the country. However, since its formation in 1990, ISC has met
on just 10 occasions. That needs to change if cooperative federalism has to be achieved.

The new institution, replacing the Planning Commission, should only house experts drawn from
various fields and it should focus on two key areas. First, it should provide the government the
strategic acumen to advance India’s position in a globalized world.

Take energy security for instance. India urgently needs an energy security doctrine. India is the
fourth largest energy consumer and its import dependence is expected to grow to 50% of total
demand by 2030. However, India’s foreign policy has rarely been in sync with its energy needs.

Second, the new body should provide consultancy to central and state governments on improving
governance and public service delivery. This would require knowing innovative ways of using
technology and behavioural sciences to improve outcomes.

The prime minister would do well to make a clean break from the past and create an institution
that corrects the gross anomalies perpetuated by the Planning Commission.



6. OUTLIVING THE PURPOSE
THE PIONEER: 10.12.2014

Earlier new body replaces plan panel the better

That a majority of the States should be in favour of replacing the Planning Commission is not
surprising given that they are ruled by either the Bharatiya Janata Party or a coalition in which the
party is a constituent. But it is not just this number which is the persuading reason for the panel to
be disbanded in favour of a new structure; the need of the hour and the changed socio-economic
situation are compelling enough.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's meeting with the Chief Ministers on Sunday and the elaborate
discussions he held with them on the subject was an important exercise in the direction of
determining the aspirations of the States and how they see the proposed body meeting those
aspirations. Having been a Chief Minister, Mr Modi is as qualified as any other to understand
where the Planning Commission had gone wrong and what should be done to fix the problem.

After all, no one, not even the Congress Chief Ministers, disagree over the fact that the plan panel
had fallen short of the States' needs and demands, and that the commission needed to be given a
new shape; tinkering would not serve the purpose. Of course, driven by politics, the Congress
Chief Ministers especially have opposed the scrapping of the Planning Commission on the pretext
that it had served the country's planning needs admirably in the decades since independence.

Their opposition is understandable — though not justified — because the plan body was a relic
of the socialist past which Jawaharlal Nehru was enamoured of. For the Congress to welcome the
abolition of the panel on the ground that the latter had failed or at the very least outlived its purpose,
would be tantamount to condemning anexecutive decision of the Nehru-led Government. There is
no doubt that the Planning Commission had a justification five decades ago when centralised
planning was adopted as the model of economic development.

That the model failed to a large extent to deliver is a subject of different debate. Today, the flavour
is cooperative federalism, a term that the Modi-led Government has adopted in its push for
“bottom-to-top” development approach. In other words, the Centre wants growth to be driven by
the States rather than be imposed through one-template plans of the Union Government. This
makes sense because States have often complained that the Planning Commission thrust its ideas
on them and virtually forced them to adopt those ideas because it held the purse-strings.

The most important task the Planning Commission performed was the disbursement of plan funds
to the States. Experts have been saying that the task can be handled by the Finance Commission
which has constitutional status. The new structure should concentrate on issues of Centre-State
relations, which the NationalDevelopment Council has failed to effectively tackle. It remains to be
seen whether the NDC will be merged in the new set-up. Now that the Prime Minister has received
feedback from the States, and a good deal of background work had been done beforehand, the new
organisation must come into being at the earliest. There is talk that it must have constitutional
validity and be accountable to Parliament. It's an idea worth considering.



7. Private Sector in Planning Commission

Business Recorder: 10.12.2014

Long gone are the days of top -down planning commissions that directed the economy from
commanding heights; the future in todays market-led globalized world lies only in what may be
called as indicative planning. This was the starting point of one of the plenary sessions (titled:
Planning in 21st Century) at the SDPIs annual conference that kicked off yesterday in Islamabad.

The panellists that included representatives from Indian and Bangladeshs economic communities,
along with their Pakistani counterparts, agreed in identifying that planning in todays world has to
be a more dynamic exercise - something which this column has been arguing time and again.

The reason for that is simple: the 21st century is on a bullet train to evolution to the point that it is
increasingly becoming volatile. Anything and everything can happen, so try not to be off guard;
black swans that emerged rather rarely in the preceding centuries are now emerging more rapidly
and dissipating at the same pace.

In such an environment, there are some who argue that why plan in the first place. Why hold this
sense of grandeur to channel the economy and indeed the society in any direction? they ask. But
to these voices one must quip that just because seas have become stormy it doesn mean that the
captain should stop giving directions to better manage the ship and try to reach relatively safer
waters. We all need a sense of direction and a North Star to guide us.

One such North Star is the UNs MDGs that serve as the guiding force in several countries. The
same has been adopted by and large in Planning Commission of Pakistans latest Vision 2025
document. But there are two other elements that Pakistans Planning Commission should consider
looking at.

First, as has been demanded in Indian constitution - though not entirely practised to the fullest - is
the adoption of district level planning council. These are to help focus on local variations in
development, albeit of course it would require a listening government, an effective local
government - things that remain elusive in Pakistans society.

The second thing that this column would like to suggest is to have members from the private sector
on the board of the planning commission, at home and abroad. These members should come from
the academia, the media, think tanks and other representatives from the civil society. Perhaps even
representatives from business community, just so long they do not hijack the commission to their
favour alone.

The idea is not just to invite private sector input in the planning process - as is done via external
consultations - but to have them on board in the execution and oversight process as well. This
would not only improve the feedback loop, but would also be more consultative in a relatively real
time basis, as against a one-off consultative exercise.

Having private sector members on the board of planning commission can also help the commission



be more responsive to the needs to the ever changing economy, and the society at large, as the
private sector is arguably better placed in reading the pulse of the economy and react to it on a
timelybasis.

When BR Research excitedly pitched this idea to Pradeep Mehta, the secretary general of CUTS
International - one of Indias top civil society think tanks, to find out what he thinks about it, he
responded by saying that the same has already been proposed in India. So much for a new idea!

Anyway, following the scrapping of Indias Planning Commission by Narendra Modi, a policy
proposal to have private sector representation on the board of Indias soon-to-be-launched new
planning body has been put forward and given Modis tilt towards the market, it will not be
surprising if that prescription is accepted. Whether Pakistan adopts a similar strategy depends how
visionary the Vision-walas are.



8. Create Fewer Finance Panels
The Economic Times: 10.12.2014

Apropos ‘How to Revamp the Planning Commission’ (ET, Dec 9), we have the Planning
Commission, the Finance Commission, the National Development Council and the InterState
Council with marginal, but subtle, differences. The oldest inheritance is the Finance Commission
that assumed different avatars. It’s time an expert group looks into the job content, manpower
resources, functional appropriateness and relevance in the present context with the objective of
eliminating unnecessary duplication in functions and funding problems, and suggests the setting
up of one or two bodies to replace the existing four for the smooth functioning of the Centre and
states.

It may not be possible to satisfy all governments, political parties and bureaucratic hangovers,
but if the group is headed by a person of eminence, pervasive skill, capacity to argue out cogently
and administrative tact, India should be able to achieve the right institutional mechanism.
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9. Mamata opposes new body replacing Planning Commission

SME Times News Bureau | 08 Dec, 2014

Opposing creation of a new body to replace the Planning Commission, West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has written to Prime Minister Narendra Modi urging him not to "dilute the
autonomy of the states™ but to protect and strengthen the nation's federal character.

Banerjee, who skipped Modi's Sunday meeting with chief ministers in New Delhi to discuss the
structure of the new structure that would substitute the Planning Commission, in a letter called for
assigning the Inter-State Council (ISC) with decision making responsibilities instead of setting up
a new body.

"Any new structure that is thought of, should strengthen the role of the states and eliminate actions
like discretionary fund transfers. The activities of the proposed new body should flow out of
constitutional mandates and should be assigned a major role in handling issues between the centre
and the states,” said Banerjee in the letter.

"Instead of setting up a new body, it may be more appropriate to assign the decision-making
responsibilities of the Planning Commission to the ISC. The Council, which is a constitutional
entity, has a secretariat which will require suitable strengthening.

"The existing constitutional provisions could be appropriately modified to enable the ISC to
discharge its augmented range of functions. In the same vein, the National Development Council
should also be subsumed with the new dispensation,” suggested Banerjee, also the Trinamool
Congress chief.

She also asserted that an existing functional mechanism should not be dismantled without putting
in place a "credible and capable body with a statutory mandate".

"I may also add that the new structure should not, in any way, dilute the autonomy of the states
including fiscal autonomy and, in fact, protect and strengthen the federal character of the nation as
enshirined in the constitution," she added.

Addressing the media after the first round of the meetings, Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley
claimed that most chief ministers have favoured an alternative structure that would replace the
Planning Commission



10. Panel can be think tank: K Chandrashekar Rao
Deccan Chronicle: December 08, 2014, 00.12 am IST

NEW DELHI: During the Chief Ministers meet with the Prime Minister to disscuss the
disbanding of thePlanning Commission, Telangana Chief Minister K. Chandrashekar Rao
suggested that the new institution’s primary role should be that of a ‘think tank’, which should
minutely examine present and future implications of each policy proposal and new schemes.

“While the decision making will be done by Team India, think tank should provide technical
inputs,” he said.

He also suggested that in future, all transfers from the Centre might be based on the
recommendations of the finance commission.

“The allocative role of the Planning Commission may be dispensed with,” he said.
This will be in the true spirit of the Constitution and will result in doing away with the artificial

distinction of transfers and expenditure into plan and non-plan. The Constitution does not provide
for such a distinction,” he said.
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Court tells RBI to get tough with banks

Asks them to enforce client accountability,
improve communication with customers

VINSON KURIAN
Thiruananthapuram, Decembes 9

The Supreme Court has asked
‘the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

to demand responsible beha-

viour from banks while commu-
_nicating with customers.
Especially so, while mahng
transactions in rural areas or
when dealing with the
who may have little
of what they are signing up for.
Right to Information (RT1) ac-
tivist 5 Dheenadhayalan says the
customer can now look forward
to a level-playing field.
A top RBI official is on record

as saying that "a grear threat

arises from the asymmetry be-
rween information and power
hetween Hs and  poor
consumers.”
The official said, “This means
that there is a real potential for
outcomes arising out
of institutional abuses or ilkin-
formed client decisions.”

An REI Master Circular, issued
on July1 this year, asked banks to

“ensure entry of correct and legl-

ble particulars in the pass-books
and statement of accounts,

Elnmnnluhim

Inthe case of electronic clearing
‘and electronic fund transfer,
‘banks do not

] de detalls.
This is in spite of the particulars
provided by the recelving bank.

In some cases, computerised
entries use codes which just can-
not be deciphered, the RBI said.

It added that banks ensure
that brief, intelligible particu-
lars are entered in passbooks|
statement of account.

This was followed by a Su-
preme Court clarification re-
cently on admissibility of com-
puter records but subject to
stringent conditions.

Generally, the loan accounts
bear a foot-note saying “any dis-
crepancy in this statement has

mmmﬁﬁnmmnmu

to be brought to the notice of

the bank within a period of sev-
en days." But now a bank will be
required to ensure that the
statement of account is in con-
formity with section 65 (B) (2} of
the Evidence Act, Dheenadhaya-
lan said. >

Same page

It will need to be in congruity
with the: ledger folio and with
the contractual rights and obli-
gations, followed by the dis-
claimer about discrepancies, if

any. For instance, bank comput-
ers charge interest regularly on
a loan account and then issue in-
ternal “systemic wouchers® for
these entries every month.

But these are not shared with
customers who may not be
tracking their accounts.

The customers are charged a
normal interest, which shows
up in the loan accounts. But, as
RT1 documents show, they are
unaware of the actual amount,
which could vary from month to
month. /
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“Jaitley rules out gold import curbs

NEW DELHI: Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley told the Rajya
Sabha on Tuesday that the
rise in the current account
deficit was not a cause for
concern because of the com-
fortable foreign exchange re-
serve position,

Reserve Bank data on
Monday showed the CAD
rising to 2.1 per cent of the
GDP in the second quarter
from L7 per cent in the first.
The Opposition said it was

| mot a very happy situation.

| Mr. Jaitley said the govern-

" ment would consider tight-

| ening measures only in

| eXtreme cases, as over-regu-
lation of gold imports could
push the vellow metal into
| the grey market. “In the first
| six months of this year, the
CAD is broadly under con-
| trol,” Mr. Jaitley said.

i The current account def-
icit (CAD) in the seeond
quarter of this financial year
increased on account of the
higher trade deficit contrib-
uted by the deceleration in
export growth and increase
in imports,

“.since the foreign ex-
change reserve position in
the country is reasonably
comfortable, and the bal-
ance of payments is also
broadly under control, I
don't think there is any rea-
son for concern, or, to take

. the kind of steps which we
had to take in 2013 or 2014,"
Finance Minister Arun Jait-

kley said.

Arun Jaitley

The current account def-
icit is the net difference be-
tween inflows and outflows
of foreign currencies. India’s
CAD narrowed down from
4.7 per cent in 2012-13 to 1.7
per cent in 2013-14 because
of a lower trade deficit as a
result of modest recovery in
exports and a sharp fall in
imports, particularly gold
imports,

‘Not a happy situation’

Joining the debate during
Question Hour, Congress
leader Anand Sharma said
the CAD growing to 2.1 per
cent, despite the fall in glob-
al crude prices, “is not very
much a happy situation, as
the Finance Minister is
saying"

He sald there was concern

that the crude import bill
had drastically come down,
but the country’s import bill
had gone up and exporis
were falling.

The CAD was brought un-
der control in 2013-14 after
the government imposed re-
strictions on import of gold.
Following this, in 2014, cer-
tain restrictions  were
withdrawn.

*...if you put too many re-
strictions on gold, then the
official entry of gold through
the normal channels goes
down, but through the un-
official smuggling channels
it goes up. So, the moment
the position became more
comfortable, the position
was liberalised.” Mr. Jaitley
said.

“We are keeping a close
eye on it and, at the moment,
the situation is broadly un-
der control. If some steps are
required, it is only at that
stage that we will consider
the steps,” he added.

To another question, Mr.
Jaitley said till Nm-mnherz‘?
of the current fiscal, foreign
institutional investors and
foreign portfolio investors
had made Rs. 1,84,757-crore
net  investments in  the
country.

During the first six
months, investments made
by FIls and FPIs stood at Rs
1,44,053 crore of which Rs.

82,810 crore came in the
. form of debt and the remain-

ing in equity. — PTI P
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rRussia-Pak. N\
‘ties in India’s

interest: Putin
Suhasin tsidar

MEW DELMHI: Rus-
sia’s coopera-
tion with
Pakistan  will
serve the
“long-term” in-
terests of In-
dia, says Russian President
Viadimir Putin, who is sel to
land in Delhi tonight for the
annual India-Russia summit.
Responding to questions
submitted by The Hindu, Mr.
Putin also said the scope of the
agreement signed last month,
which was the first of its kind
between Russia and Pakistan,

iz limited.

“[Regarding] Pakistan, we
have held talks on Russia's
possible assistance aimed at
improving effectiveness of
counter-terrorism and anti-
drug operations. In my view,
this kind of cooperation serves
the long-term interests of all
countries of the region, includ-
ing India,” replied Mr. Putin.
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Russia-Pakistan ties in India’s

long-term mterest Putin

Suhasini Haidar

MEW DELHL: Russia's coopera-
ﬁu:n _Tﬂh Pl.hﬂ::i will !Er:tr
ong-term” interests

India, says Russian President
Viadimir Putin, wha is set to
land here on Wednesday for
the annual India-Russia
summit. L

Responding to q ons
submitted by The Hindu, Mr.
Hn also said the scope h::
mwmcm the first of
its kind between Russia and
Pakistan, is limited. “[Re-
garding] Pakistan, we have
held talks on Russia’s possi-
ble assistance aimed at im-
proving the
counter-terrorism and anti-
drug operations. In my view,
this kind of cooperation
serves the long-term inter-
ests of all countries of the re-
gion, including India,” he
said.

Brushing aside concerns
that the cooperation would
lead to a shift in India-Russia
ties, or that India's growing
military closeness to the US,
was “transforming” bilateral
ties, he replied: “If some
transformations take place, it
would be a completely differ-
ent kind of transformation.
The high level of bilateral
cooperation and trust allows
us to start a gradual transi-

Viadimir Putin

tion from the traditional pro-
duner-muumr model to

missile as well as the fifth-
generation fighter aireraft.
Mr. Putin, who will hold
meetings on Thursday with
Prime Minjster Narendra
Modi, will also meet Presi-
dent Pranab Mukherjee and
Vice-President Hamid Ansa-
ri, hopes to see some “signif-
jcant achievements® from
these meetings. He listed nu-
clear energy cooperation as a

“pillar of the . India-Russia

strategic partnership.” He
hailed the Kudankulam plant
built by Russia as the “world's
only nuclear power plant
which meets all the “post-Fu-
kushima™ safety

rﬂtﬂh‘lﬂﬂlﬂl
Site for nuclear plant

d"Toa?uﬂﬁnllE’IhEIn-
on India’s liability laws
creating ms” for fur-
ther nuclear plants, Mr, Putin
said Russia could build at
least 25 new units. He said a
new vision duummt;nit;
led, “Strategic
Russian-1ndi-

an Cooperation in the Field of
Peaceful Uses of the Atomic
Encrgy’ would be signed dur-

visit. The Russian
President said he “awaits* In-
dia’s decision on allotting the
site for a new Russian-de-
signed nuclear power plant as
well.

‘Gas line unviable’
Responding to other ques-
tions submitted by Indian

journalists on the
Mr. Putin said
Russia was looking to “diver-
sify” its natural gas markets
from Western countries to
Asia. However, he said a pipe-
line to India, at the moment,
was “commercially unviable®,
but added that LNG transpor-
tation would continue. Russia
hoped for more Indian in-
vestment in oil and gas explo-
ration on the lines of
‘Sakhalin-1" that has supplied
more than one million tonnes

of oil annually.

s
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highontheagendaduring his
vigitto New Delhl

Seeking to dispel the per-
ception that Russia-India ties
had lost some warmth, Putin
described India as a "reliable
and time-tested partner” al-

though he spokeof a"gradual

transition from the producer-
consumer model to joint de-
velopment and production of

'Innwvhw.ﬂihtmdﬂm
operation serves the long
term interest of all countries
in the region, including In-
dia,” Putin told PTI in a wide-
ranging interview a day
ahead of his arrival in the In-
diancapitalona24-howrvisit.

. The Russian leader spoke
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New N-plants high on agenda: Putin

ansmanPrezdmmmsesIndlaneoncemswermlhtarympemhunwrﬂlPahsm

Russian President Viadimir Putin lights a candle at a cathedral near 5t Petersburg on Monday

warmly about Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, describ-
ing him asa "reputable politi-
cal leader, who has already
made a significant personal
comiribution to the promo-
tionof the Russian-Indian co-
operation”.

Putinsaid during hissixth
visit to India he looked for-
ward to specific steps aimed
at "strengthening the privi-

leged strategic partnership”

between the two countries
during which particular at-
tention would be given to ex-
panding trade and economic
links, besides boosting mutu-
al investments,
Listing the joint strategic
projects, the President said
that these included construe-
tion of new units for Indian
nuclear power plants, promo-
tionof Russian Sukhoi super-
Jet-100 and MS-21 passenger

aircraft to Indian market be-
sides manufacturing of heli-
copters and creating a “smart
city” on the basis of Russian
technology:

"Apart from building
new energy units of the
NPP (Nuclear Power Pro-
ject) "Kudankulam", we
await the decision of the
Indian government to allot
a site for construction of a
new Russian-designed
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‘New law to cover web-based
taxi services, says Gadkari

MNEW DELHI: The government
will bring all web-based taxi
services, which have courted
controversy following Friday
night's rape incident involv-
ing a Uber cab, under the pur-
view of a stringent new bill
that is set to replace the
archaic Motor Vehicle Act,
1988, road transport minis-
ter Nitin Gadkari told HT on
Tuesday

The draft Road Transport
and Safety bill will have a
safety-related provision to
empower authorities to seek
all information from taxi
services, such as Uber and
Ola. Web-based services don't
operate their own fleet but
aggregate taxi-owners in a city
for their customers through a
mabile app.

“We will soon discuss with
states and formulate a policy
to regulate such app-based

cab services. We would need
tha state's cooperation since
It comes under thelr purview
but all necessary steps would
be taken to regulate them,”
Gadkari said.

Currently, the Motor Vehicle
Act framed way back In 1988
does not have any specific cat-
egory covering services like
Uber, giving them the leeway to
sidestep licensing requirement
amust for other cab operators.

“We will soon go to the cabi-
net o get the new bill approved
and introduce it during the
current session of
parliament,” the
minister sald.

Gadkari said
his ministry Is
also preparing
a central data-
base of driving
license and driv-
ers across India
which
would goa
long way

in identifying if a driver has
been involved in any unlaw-
ful activity. “Even if a driver
has been involved in an acel:
dent ten years ago we will get
to know once the centralised
database gets ready,” he tald
HT.

On the furcre created over
his statement that banning
such-web based cab services in
the aftermath of Friday's inci-
dent is not a solution, Gadkari
clarified that he is not against
taking action against them.

“Action should be taken, be
it by the state or the Centre
in case they are found vio-
lating law. What I meant
was that banning such
services inconveniences
the public. If there is any
problem or lacuna, lets
work to fix that instead

of banning and incon-
) veniencing the
public,” he

said.

7
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ALLOCATING FUNDS TO STATES

Y.V. Reddy not for expanqu role

Finance Commission is likely to submit its report before Dec. 15

Puja Mehra

MEW DELHI: Former Reserve
Bank Governor and Chair-
man of the Fourteenth Fi-
nance Commission Dr. Y.V,
Reddy has not supported an
expansion in its purview to
include the erstwhile Plan-
ning Commission’s role of al-
locating funds to States.

The Modi government had
informally sought Dr. Reddy’s
views on the issue, said a gov-
ernment source. The Finance
Commission is likely to sub-
mit its report to President
Pranab Mukherjee before
Monday (December 15).

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had invited Thirteenth
Finance Commission Chair-
man Dr. Vijay Kelkar to a
high-level consultation meet-
ing on the Planning Commis-
sion on August 27, where he

expressed reservations on

Y.V. Reddy & Vijay Kelkar

the issue.
According to a source who
had attended the meeting, Dr.
Kelkar said if the Finance
Commission had to take on
the - Planning Commission’s
role it would have to be made
a permanent body through a
Constitutional Amendment.

gest strength of the Finance
Commission - its non-per-
manent nature. Since Fi-
nance Commissions are
appointed anew after every
five years they are able to look
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at the devolution of the Cen-
tre's tax revenue to States
with a fresh perspective each
time, he said.

The Planning Commis-
sion’s allocations to States of
Central funds meant for de-
velopment expenditure were
made on a yearly basis.

Dr. Kelkar also informed
the meeting that all the Fi-
nance Commissions set up in
Independent India had delib-
erated on whether the cond-
mission should be a
permanent body. Each time
the recommendation was to
not make it permanent, so
that it remains equidistant
from the Centre and States.
He also pointed out that while
Finance Commission mem-
bers tend to be revenue ex-
pendituré  experts, the
Planning Commission's de-
velopmental objectives re-
fquire capital

spending-related skill sets.

In the wake of the scrap-
ping of the Planning Commis-
sion, the Modi government is
mulling assigning the role of
allocating Plan funds across
States to the Finance Com-
mission. Some States, such as
Gujarat, have supported the
idea.

Gujarat Chief Minister
Anandiben Patel has pro-
posed that the Centre should
give grants to State govern-
ments for implementing Cen-
tral Government schemes as
per allocations made in the
Union Budget or the Finance
Commission, according td a
press statement.

“The back door favour to
the States by the Planning
Commission in the name of
Special Central Assistance
and Additional Central As-
sistance should be stopped,”
Ms. Patel said. 7
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Telecom Commission
es spectrum
ase price, with riders

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Wew Deini, § December

inter-ministerial panel,

900 and 1,800 MHz bands.
Tral has reiterated its rec-
ommendations for the 900
and 1,800 MHz bands, while
it has increased the base price
by 15 per cent for 800 MHz
band. The DoT had sent back
Tral's recommendations on
800, 900 and 1,800 MHz
bands for reconsidering

source. d for final Idea Cellular and
The comniitice approval Reliance

had abase Communications

price croreaMHz for across various puu of the

the auction of 800-MHz

trum, used for offering - ¥
IE'IT]I‘:H,],‘I' per cent higher

what the Telecom
Wmam
(Trai) recommended.

The price for 900 MHz
and 1,800 MHz as recom-
mended by the DoT commit-
tee could not be ascertained.

The commission's deci-
sion will now be placed
before Telecom Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad for final
approval and, after that, the
Cabinet might be
approached for certain
Issues, the source said,

The commission on
Monday discussed the
revised recommendations
submitted by sectoral regula-
tor Tral on pricing of the 800,

ment plans to auction this
band along with B0O, 900
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NORTH BLOCK POLICY CHARCHA

Discussion on land reforms
throws up innovative ideas

VRISHTI BEMIWAL
New Delhi, 9 December

sthe government tries

hard to build a con-

sensus on  amend-
ments to the Land
Acquisition Act, the private
sector on Tuesday came out
with novel ideas to strike a
balance between industry
and farmer interests. It sug-
gested the government deflne
its role in land acquisition
and make a land bank,
besides giving some equity in
projects to farmers whose
land is being acquired.

The ideas came up during
North Block Policy Charcha
— the first interactive session
organised by Chief Economic
Advisor Arvind Subramanian

to discuss key policy issues of

the day.

The topic of the first inter-
active session-land reforms-
can't be more contextual, as
the government faces heat on
the amendments from vari-
OUS quAarters.

“0One of the suggestions
was that the government
should have a role in acquir-
ing land and make a pool, so
that it can be used for vari-
ous purposes. Another sug-
gestion was to make the del-
initlon of 'public purpose’
clear,” a person who was

KEY SUGGESTIONS

® The government
should have a role in
acquiring land and

make a pool, 50 that it can
be used for various purposes
= The definition of “public

purpose®™ be made clear in
the Land Acquisition Act

® |nstead of giving financial
compensation to farmers
after acquiring their land, it
could be a better option to
give them some sort of
equity in the project

present in the meeting told
Business Standard.

It was also suggested that
instead of giving financial
compensation to farmers after
acquiring their land, it could
be a better option to give them
some equity in the project.

Amendment to the Land
Acquisition Act, passed dur-
ing the United Progressive
Alliance (UPAMI government
to set a fair compensation for
farmland being taken over for
industrial projects, is a major
change being anticipated by
the industry. The government
was planning to table the Bill
in the ongoing winter session
but it is now learnt that it
might first try to get the
Opposition on board.

While some of the people
present in the meeting were
in favour of changes to the
law to make it more industry-
friendly, some others sug-
gested a status quo. Officials
from the finance ministry
quietly heard them without
offering any comments.

"It was a brainstorming
session to get better under-
standing on the issue, Some
of the suggestions may be giv-
en as input while making
changes to the law, but dis-
cussions in such interactions
may not necessarily lead to
an action,” the official added.

A representative from the
private sector blamed the
government for troubles in
land acquisition, saying
industry is always made a
scapegoat due to lack of capa-
bility of the government.

India’s Director at the
World Bank, T v
Somanathan, was the inau-
gural speaker at the session.
He is a 1987-batch 1AS officer
from Tamil MNadu.
Somanathan was earlier man-
aging director of Chennai
Metro Rail Corporation.

Economists, think tanks,
academicians, representatives
from the private sector, the
finance ministry and admin-
Istrative ministries attended
the session that lasted for

maore than one hour. Officials
from the ministry of rural
development, urban develop-
ment and industry depart-
ment were present.

The session — somewhat
on the lines of Chai pe Charcha
(chat over tea) by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in the
run-up to the general elections
— |s the first in the series of
such interactions. There will
b another one on the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) later
this month, where Arbind
Modi, an officer from the
Indian Revenue Service, who
had headed the Thirteenth
Finance Commission task

force on GST, is likely tospeak. |

This is not the first time |

such interactive sessions are |
being organised by the eco-

nomic division of the finance

ministry. CEA Kaushik Basu
had started such discussions
about three years ago. The
enthusiasm fizzled out grad-
ually and now Subramanian
is starting it in a new avatar.

Officials said the new CEA
wanted to have a platform
where peaple from the gov-
ernment as well as outside
could come and share their
views on crucial policy mat-
ters, It is learnt that the name |
Morth Block Policy Charcha |
was suggested by |
Subramanian himself.
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Final Law to Ban Child Labour Soon

Amendment to the Act proposes total prohibition of employment up to the age of 14 years

The Economic Times

Yogima.Sharma
Etimesgroup.com

New Delhi: The government
will soon - consider final
amendments to the Child La-
bour Act 1986 that will pitch
foracomplete banonchild 1a-
bouruptold years, including
those involved in domestic
work.

The labour ministry has fi-
nalised the amendments to
the Child Labour {Prohib-
ftion and Regulation)
Amendment (CLPRA) Bill af-
ter incorporating some of
the recommendations of the

standing committes on. la-

bour az well as the inter-min-
isterial group set up for the
purpose.A draft note will be
put up for consideration of
the Cabinet.

Senior government offi-
cials told ET that the bill will
go to the Rajya Sabha, after
Cabinet’s nod, with proposed
official amendments. "Since
the bill is largely the same as
proposed by the provious
government, we hope It will

sail through in both houses of
the Parliament,” the*official
added.

The Child Labour (Prohib-
itin and JRegulation)

Amendment (CLPRA) Bill,
which was introduced in Ra-

jva Sabha by the previous -

government in 2012, was sent
to the standing committee
that had submitted its recom-
mendations In  December
2013, Thereafter, the new gov-
ernment had sent 1t to the In-
ter-ministerial group set up
for the purpose to resolve in-
ternal differences. The bill is
now with the labour ministry
that is in the process of draft-
ing the Cabinet note on
same."Child labour is a stig-
ma to our soclety and it is a
Erave issue,

Incomingdays wewill re-in-
troduce amendment to the
Child Labour Act that will
lead to complete ban on child
labour in 5-14 years age,” la-
bour minister Bandaru Dat-
tatreya said on Tuesday. Dat-
tatrey was speaking at the
National Consultatlon on
Child Domestle Work and
Trafficking organised by
Save The Children,

Arnendment tothe Child La-
bour Act proposes complete
prohibition of employment
of children up to the age of 14
vears while banning employ-
ment of children between 15
18 years in hazardous works,
insyncwiththe Right to Chil-

Besides, it pmvl.du for a
fine of 260,000 to an employ-
er who employees children
below the age of 14 years or
an imprhmmt ul‘ up tf
two vears;
Undarmlp:upuadﬂlm
es, even the parenisare liable
tﬂheﬂmd!ﬁ.m.!ndimprh-
onment between six months
to one vear if they force chil-
dren below 14 years into child
labour for the second time af-
ter being rescued.

The government is even
mulling to provide vocation-
altraining to the rescued and
rehahg:::tg children to en-
sure ey grow up as
skilled labourers by roping
innon-governmental organi-
sations as part of its rehabil-
itation exercise.

process and with inflamma-
hlesubstances or explosives,

Minors working in middle
class homes as domestic
workers and {hose employed
at hotels, dhabas were includ-

-ed as a category of child la-

bourers only after an amend-
ment in 2006, P
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National Highways May Get
Exemption from R&R Policy

Unlike industries, road developers can't pledge rehabilitation by providing jobs to land holders

Ruchika.Chitravanshi
Etimesgroup.com

MNew Dalhd: The Indian govern-
ment may exempt national high-
wtys from the resettlemment and re-
habilitation provisions of the
much-criticised land acquisition
law a8 bt looks to revive road con-
struetion as part of itsoverall plan
toreboot infrastructure devel
opment in the country.

A senbor government official said
that highway development, which
has come toa grinding halt be-
cause of various reasons, in-
cluding the virtual impossibility of
acguiring land to build roads on, is
being considered for exemption
firoam various prooedural requine-
mentsof the Act.

While the povernment is consid-
ering a general relaxation in some
provisionsof the Act, aspecial ex-
emption is being considered for na-
tional highways, That's because,
unlike industries, road developers
can't promise rehabilitation in
terme of providing jobs to land
hobiders among other things, We
are ready Lo compensate even more
than what the land aequisition Act
ks for but it involves a very com-
plex process which we can do away
with since infrastructure isa pri-
ority"” theofflcial told ET.

Compensation for land would be
based on the highways ministry's
own norms, with RER not feasible
in such projects. Besides roads,
similar so-called linear projects in
sectors such as raflways could also
be given such treatment.

The Narendra Modi government,
elected on a mandate to step up de-
velopment, wants to upgrade and
expand Indin's creaking, congested
infrastructure that's seenasa hin-
drance to growth and speed up pro-

| Jects by removing procedural hoar-

Camoutl-‘orlloads -

Around 21 national highway projects that
the National Hignways Authority of India
[MHAI) recently sought bids for on a BOT
basis didn't receive any response.

Of the projects awarded in 2012-13

and 2013-14, NHAI has terminated

23 BOT projects that account for a -’
total length of 2,500 km.

talks with political |
parties on ways to.
reform the Land
Acquisition Act to
spur infra growth

dies. It's conzidering legal changes
tofacilitate this,

The Land Acquisition Act in-
troduced by the previous Congress.
led United Progressive Alllance
government has drawn flak from
multiple quarters inchuding indus-
ry and state governimenis besides
menis. Congress-ruled states have
al=oraised concerns over the cum.
bersome procedures prescribod by
law that have halted land acquisi-
tion for infrastructure projects. In
2013-14, a total of 4,260 km of na-
tional highways were developed,

down from 5,732 km the vear be-
fore, As of October, only 1,984 km
has been developed in the current
fiscal year

The: clepﬂmnemd' industrial pol-
Iy and promotion (DMPP) has also
criticised the land acquisition law
asanobstruction todevelopment.
Inter-ministerial consultations
have already been initiated on the
changes required, another official
sabd. The government will alsodis-
cuss the matter with political par-
thes before amending the law The
new Act, which replaced the Land
Arcguisition Actof 1894, requires

developers to get the consent of
B0% of land owners in the case of

would be called for highway pro-
jectsonly after80% of the land re-
quired had been acquired. “Tt will
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100% FDI likely in medical devices

Sushmi Dey & Sidhartha | rus

New Delhi: The department of
industrial policy and promo-
tion (DIPP) has moved a Cabi-
net note to allow 100% foreign
direct investment in medical
devices as part of a strategy to
not only reduce imports but al-
s0 promote local manufactur-
ing for the global market,
which will be worth over $400
billion next year

Over the past few months,
the government has eased FDI
rules in defence and construe-
tion to promote domestic man-
ufacturing as PM Narendra
Modi made a pitch for ‘Make in
Indin’ and boost investment
and economic activity The pro-
posal on medical devices will
be a carve-out of the FDI policy
in pharmaceuticals, said an of
ficial, adding that there will be
no need for government ap-
proval in this segment. Cur-
rently, India imports over 70%
of medical devices used here,

At present, medical devices
come under the purview of the
Dirugs and Cosmetics Act and
FDI in thesector is governed by
the same rules as that for phar-
maceuticals  or  medicines.

Though the government al-

» DIPP proposal suggests
that FDI in of
under the automatic rowte

» The idea is to promote local

to make them affordable by
reducing imports

* India imports over 780% of
medical devices

= Medical devices come under

the purview of the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act and FDI in the

medical devices can be allowed |

manufacturing of complexand | %
sophisticated medical devices |

lows 100% FDlinpharmaceuti-

Board (FIPR). Similary, in case
of FDI in existing pharma
manufacturing units, the gov-
ernment may incorporate the
conditions while granting ap-
prioval,

Now, the proposal, moved
by DIPF, suggests medical de-

vices are different from medi-
cines and, therefore, FDI for
manufacturing of medical de-
vices can be allowed under the
automatic route without any
such conditions as are applica-
ble for pharmaceuticals.

The FDI norms, in case of
drugs, are also stringent be-
cause there were concerns due
to increasing presence of mul-
tinationals through aequisi-
tons of domestic pharma com-
pandes, which may adversely
impact prices of medicines in
India. This was the reason the
government differentiated be-

tween the FDI policy for setting
up a new drug facility and the
acquisition of an existing one,
FDI is allowed through the au-
tomatic route for setting up a
new drug facility whils for FDI
in existing facilities approvals
areneed by the FIPE and Com-
petition Commission of India,

The latest proposal, which
has received consent during in-

The medical technology
sector in India wasestimated at
$6.3 billion in 2013, growing 10-
12% perannum, according toa
recent report from The Boston
Consulting Group. The report
says the sector Is highly under-
penetrated, contributing mere-
Iy 78% of the spending on
healtheare, compared to 18%
on pharmacenticals, It says the
medical technology sector has
the potential to touch 850 bil
Tiom by 2025, if it gets ample gov-
ernment support and clarity, in
terms of policy and regulation.
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Phase 3: 58% turnout in
- Kashmir, 61% in J’khand

AGAINST 0DDS In J&K, separatist hub Sopore records lowest turnout at 30%

SRINAGAR: Millions of voters
defied a separatist call to hoyveott
assembly elections in Kashmir
and exercised their franchise
amid tight security in the third
phase of the polls on Tuesday
The turnout was lower than the
first two rounds with voters in
separatist strongholds staying
away

The Election Commission said
58% of woters turned up to cast
their ballot, less than over 0%
numbers in the first two phases
when Kashmiris battled bone-
chilling winter temperatires ina
bid to keep the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) from galning in the
Muslim-majority state.

Sixtesn constituencies in the
Valley went to the polls under
the shadow of violence after 21
people were killed in a string
of militant attacks last week,
including one on an army camp
in the border town of Urd, but
that didn't stop people in central
Kashmir where the turnout was
& high 73%. Urd recorded a record
turnout of 79% while the high-
est percentage was in Charar-i-
Shariel were 82% of people came
oul o vole

Militant attacks and the poll
boycott call cast a shadow on
voter turnout in many areas,
including the separatist bas-
tions of Sopore and Baramulla
in North Kashmir and South
Kashmir's Tral and Pulwama.

Sopore logged the lowest
numbers at 30 % while Tral and
Pulwama recorded 36% voting
and Baramulla was moderate
at 45%. Sopore 1s the hometown
of separatist leader Syed Ali
Shah and Tral was one of the
worse affected in Friday's mili-
tant attacks, with two clvilians
killed and 10 injured in a gre-
nade attack in a crowded market.

Many people said they were
voting for peace and develop-
- \yment in Kashmir which has

been torn by a separatist revolt
for about 25 years,

“We have borne the brunt of
wiars between the two countries,
The Eashmir issue is too big and
complex tobe resolved by my vote.
Our vilkage got road this vear only
Earlier we used to trek on foot. [

Chief minister Omar
Abdullah and three of his cabi-
net colleagues are among 144
candidates whose fate will be
decided in the third phase spread
across Budgam, Pulwama and
Baramulla districts.

Analysts say his National
Conference is expected to lose in
the face of deep anger, especially
since the devastating floods in
September, while the Peoples
Democratic Party is seen emerg-
ing as the single largest party in
the ET-member assemhly

Some areas in South-and
North Eashmir witnessed stong
pelting and a petrol bomb was
hurled by unidentified men at
a polling station in Gulmarg

constituency. No casualties
were reported and polling was
generally peaceful.
Jharkhand too defied a Maoist
call to boveott the polls with
61,35% of voters turning out to
vote in 17 constituencies in a bid
toend yoarsof political instability
in the state which has seen nine
chief ministers and been under
President's Rule three times since
it was created 14 years ago.
Barring a few incidents of
exchange of gunfire between
security lorces and Maoists
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= (Top) Women stand in a queue to cast their votes in JAK's Monus (above)
voters outside a polling boath in Jharkhand.
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in Giridih district and clashes
between two political parties in
Tehagarh before polling began, the
third round passed off peacefully
A total of 260 candidates are
contesting 17 out of the state’s 81
assembly seats, iIncluding former
chief ministers Babulal Marandi,
former deputy chief minis-
ter Sudesh Mahato, and three
cabinet ministers —Annapurna
Devi, Rajendra Prasad Singh and
Jaiprakash Bhai Patel.
{With inputs from Sanjoy Dey
in Ranchi)
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J&EK, JHARKHAND POLLS Voters defy threat of violence
Impressive turnout in 3rd phase

PEACEFUL POLLS

NO MAJOR INCIDENT OF VIOLENCE REPORTED IN 33 ASSEMBLY

THE THIRD PHASE OF ELECTIONS

SEATS THAT WENT TO POLLS IN

People line up to cast mefrmmmmfnw
Kashmir on Tuesddy. - PHOTO: NISSAR AHMAD
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NEW DELHI/SRINAGAR: The
third phase of polling in 17
Assembly constituencies in
Jharkhand and 16 in Jam-
mu and Kashmir saw an im-
pressive turnout despite
haycott calls and threats of
violence,

While Jharkhand saw a
voter turnout of 61 per cent,
J&K recorded 59 per cent
polling. All the constituen-
cies that went to the pollsin
J&K, including Uri where
militants struck last Friday,
are located in the Valley.

Though the turnout in
J&K was not as impressive
as in the first two phases,
there was increased partici-
pation in areas that tradi-
tionally boycott polls.

People in Tral constitu-
ency, which saw 37.68 per
cent polling, told The Hindu
that the turnout was much
better than they expected
after the two recent grenade
attacks in the area and the
frequent sarpanch killings,
The constituency had seen
0.8 per cent voting in the
Lok Sabha elections, and
48.69 per cent in the 2008

Assembly polls.

In Jharkhand, polling
was by and large peaceful
amid elaborate security ar-

rangements.

The turnout in the third
phase was better than the
54.8B5 per cent during the
2009 Assembly polls. Silli
constituency saw the high-
est polling at 74 per cent,
while only 4444 per cent
voted in Ranchi. In 20089,
Ranchi had seen a 64.62 per

cent turnout,
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FROM PAGE ONE-

BJP’s advent pushes up
turnout in Valley

Zahid Rafiq

SRINAGAR: The 16 seats in
Jammu and Kashmir that
went to polls on Tuesday are
located in Baramulla,
Budgam and Pulwama
districts. The voter turnouts
in these segments in the Lok
Sabha polls this vear and the
2008 Assembly polls were
25.43 per cent and 52.13 per
cent respectively.

Sopore saw an increase in
the turnout from 19 per cent
in 2008 Assembly polls to
30 per cent on Tuesday. The
constituency had polled
only 1.02 per cent in the
recent Lok Sabha elections.

The increased polling in
areas like Sopore and Tral is
being seen as the people’s
reaction to the BJF's much-
hyped entry into the
political fray in the
Assembly elections in the
Valley. The BJP has fielded a
Sikh candidate from Tral
and, according to sources,
the party is banking on
more than 6,000 Sikh and
migrant voters to clinch the
constituency.

“If we did not come out to
vote, the BJP's candidate

would have won and we
decided to stop the party
from winning from here, We
are sure that we have

- defeated their plans,” Majid

Zargar, a 36-year-old first-
time voter, told The Hindu,

The Chief Election officer
informed that in the
Baramulla district, Url
recorded 79 per cent
turnout, Rafiabad 63 per
cent, Sangrama 56.15 per
cent, Baramulla 45 per cent,
Gulmarg 72 per cent and
Pattan 60 per cent. In the
five Assembly
constituencies of Budgam
district, Chadoora recorded
65 per cent turnout,
Budgam 70 per cent,
Beerwah 74.14 per cent,
Khan Sahib 73 per cent and
Charar-i-Sharief 82.14 per
cent. In Pulwama district,
Pampore recorded 46.48 per
cent, Pulwama 38.31 per
cent and Rajpora 47.06 per
cent voter turnout,

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah's decision to shift
to Beerwah added spice to
the contest in the
constituency and increased
people’s participation in the
electoral process.
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KOLKATA MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS
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BJP Plans Modi Rally to Win Kolkata

Elections to KMC and 90 other civic bodies are considered the biggest polls before the crucial assembly elections in 2016

Tamal.Senguptatimesgroup.com

Eolkata: The West Bengal unit of BJP has de-
cided to hold a rally at the Brigade Parade
Grounds in February that will be addressed by
Prime Minsiter Narendra Modi, in its bid to
wrest the Kolkata Municipal Corporation when
polls are held in April. A senjor BJP leader ad-
mitted in private that they were banking heavi-
Iy om Modi to kick of the campaign and wrest
EMC from the ruling Trinamool Congress.
Elections to KMC and 20 other civic bodies are
considered the biggest polls before the crucial
assembly elections in 2016 and BJP is making
all efforts to perform well in the elvic polls.
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has already
announced that Kolkata mayor Sovan Chatter-

jee would continue to run the civic body for the
second consecutive term. But electors have no
ideaabout BJP's mayoral candidate yet. RBIPna-

tional secretary Sidharth Nath

L] Singh told ET recently, “We are
Defeat of open about projecting someone
BsTiwari 25 our mayoral candidate for
| B e
Chowringhee €S also sa ; were
by-slections  planning to fight April's KMC
indicatesthat  Dolls by projecting someone as
partylsyetto Would-be mayor. But the party
establish its iz yet to announce name
dominance even though Banerjee has al

ready declared Chatterjee as
her party’s candidate again.

BJP knows that the state election commission
and law and order during polls would be under

the control of the state police. BJP state presi-
dent Rahul Sinha has already alerted party
workers about this. “We may not get central
forces during the civic elections. We know that
the ruling party might get some benefit during
civic elections. But we have full confidence in
the people,” Sinha told ET.

Apart from KMC, about 90
municpalities across the
state will go for polls in April
and noneof these civicbodies
are under BJPs control. Even
in KMC, BJP has just three
councillors out of 141 munici-
pal wards.

Even though the party has
claimed that more than 1 lakh
Muslims have joined them, it

might be hard for them to secure Muslim sup-
port in areas like Park Circus, Garden Reach,
Rajabazar, Metlabruz that are Muslim-dom-
inated under KMC. The defeat of BJP candidate
Ritesh Tiwari in Chowringhee assembly by-
elections indicates that BJP is yet to establish
political dominance in the city
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L] Minister Narendra Modi addresses an election

rally in Dhandbad mTLudn. BN HT

NEW DELHI: The Lok Sabha on
Tuesday passed the Payments
and Settlement Systems
EVBill, which aims to
bring India'’s banking payment
aystem in syne with Interna-
tional practices, d
“The world will lack confl-

! , \ dence if obsolete laws In the
e countrys financial system exist,
S% e The bill seeks to address this
, ‘gap’ in the law", Jaitley said in
his reply to a debate on the bill,
® The bill was subsequently
passed by a voice vote,
In e
payment and settlement systems
by increasing and
HT Correspondent & Agencies | HAVE FAITH IN YOU, WET"',,;. t , stability of the financial market.
LY S Ty e—— i said his governmen
THE mTERS TI'[AT is dedicated to improve the
DHANBAD: Prime Minister situation of the eastern part
Narendra Modi Tuesday WUMLLMFULL of the country He said though
appealed to the people to vote  MAJORITY FOR THE BJP the eastern Indian states have

for a "strong and stable” BJP
government in Jharkhand, and
promised an action-oriented and
Pro-poor governance in return.

Addressing a Bharativa

NARENDRA MODI, Prime Minister

state assembly polls Dec 14,

natural resources, “but the eco-
nomic development did not take
place of these areas, [ have to...
improve situation of eastern
states”,

Janata Party (FIP) election rally As many as 15 constituencies He also took a dig at the
incoal city Dhanbad, Modisald ~ in the 81-member Jharkhand Congress slogan to remove
he has confidence in the elector- — assembly go to polls Dec 14, poverty;

ate that it will give its full man- "It was Jharkhand's over- “While nationalising banks
date tothe BJE helping the party  whelming support that a stable 40 years ago, (they) had argued

replicate its victory of May 2014,
“Mujhe vishwas hal ki aap

and strong government was
formed after 30 years at the

for poor bul no poor people
went to door of the banks. My

BJP ko poorn bahumat dilane  Centre. T appeal vou to vote for government is dedicated for
wale ho (1 have faith in you, the  a stable and strong governmeni  development of the poor and
voters, that you will ensure full  led by BJP in the state.” maore than seven crore accounts
majority for the BJP)," he said, He said: “People can ask a  have been opened under Jan
ahead of the fourth phase of the reportcardof astableandstrong  Dhan Yojna.®
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One book

for India

nion Ministers and senior leaders of the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party seem to thrive directly or
tangentially on controversies related to reli-
gion, In proposing that the Bhagavad Gita be
declared a ‘national seripture’, External Affairs Minis-
ter Sushma Swaraj was not setting off a debate on what,
if anything at all, should be India’s national scripture.
She was, instead, trying to prepare the stage for a com-
munally polarised political debate on a Hindu religious
scripture. As a secular democracy, India cannot pos-
sibly adopt as its national scripture a book revered by
any one religion. None will dispute with Ms. Swaraj
when she says the Bhagavad Gita helped her to handle
challenges as India’s External Affairs Minister. What is
up for debate is not the content of the Bhagavad Gita,
not the aesthetics of its slokas or the relevance of its
precepts. What Ms. Swaraj calls into question is the
secular nature of India, whether a holy book of one
religious community can be imposed as the national
book of Indians of all faiths. To argue, as BJP vice-
president Dinesh Sharma did, that the Gita is not a
religious book, but is meant for the whole of humanity,
is rather disingenuous. Irrespective of the extent of its
secular appeal, the Gita, a part of the Mahabharata, is a
Hindu text associated with Lord Krishna, and cannot
qualify as a national book. i A

That gods and goddesses should not be invoked as
part of the national ethos was made clear even at the
stage of the framing of India's Constitution. Indeed,
when a suggestion was made to begin the Preamble of
the Constitution “in the name of God”, there was strong
opposition from many members of the Constituent
Assembly, including several who considered them-
selves beliévers, As one member who argued against
invoking God in the Preamble put it, “such a course of
action is inconsistent with the Preamble which prom-
ises liberty to thought, expression, belief, faith and
worship to everyone,” Freedom of conscience that is
guaranteed under the Constitution includes the right to
practise any or no religion, and seeking to elevate a
sacred scripture of any one religion as India's national
scripture is tantamount to undermining the secular
basis of the Constitution. While it might be too early to
demand that the Narendra Modi government deliver on
its promises of development and growth, there is little
doubt that some of the energies of the new government
are getting drawn to old, divisive issues, That not just
junior ministers but even a senior leader should make
such a communally divisive suggestion is disturbing, If
indeed there is a felt need to hold up one book as a
national book, then it should be the country’s Constitu-
tion, and nothing else,
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